IT’S
ABOUT
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Here’s what
we can do for

Workspace was established to serve
Draperstown and the wider community.
That’s why our newsletter is not just about what
we have done, but what we can do for you.

Let us tell you a little bit
about ourselves
Operating out of fourteen locations across
Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ireland and
Manchester, the Workspace Group is a ‘profit
for purpose’ organisation.
What this means is that surpluses generated from our more
commercial activities are used to benefit people in the
Draperstown community. These benefits come in many
forms, which we’ll tell you all about over the coming pages.
They include initiatives such as the Workspace Recreation
Centre, the Workspace After School Club and the Workspace
Community Fund.
We’re driven by the pursuit of: ‘A Prosperous, Dynamic,
Healthy Draperstown Community.’ Achieving these
goals in Draperstown creates a ripple effect
in other communities and so our positive
impact spreads far and wide.
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We’re driven by
the pursuit of:
‘A Prosperous,
Dynamic, Healthy
Draperstown
Community.’

Aisling got her business,
Dog Trails NI, up and
running with support from
Workspace Enterprises.

YOUR
BUSINESS
We understand that your business means everything,
and we want to do everything we can to help you
succeed. Whether you’re simply thinking about starting
a business, you’re at the start-up stage or you’re
growing, we can help you take the next step.

What can we do for you?
• If it’s really early days and you’re just at the initial stages of
exploring a potential idea, we’d be pleased to give you free advice
and help you tease things out.
• If you’re looking to start up your own business, we can offer you a
free business plan, advice, training and support, including help to
source start-up finance.
• We understand that your business needs a place to call its own.
We offer affordable industrial and office space for people looking
to start or grow their business in Draperstown, Magherafelt and
Castledawson. We have approximately 60 units in total; maybe
one of them has your name on it.
• We don’t just support commercial ideas. If you’re a start-up or
growing social enterprise, we’d be delighted to offer you free
advice and support.
• T
 o keep growing, you need to keep learning. That’s why we’re
pleased to offer local businesses a range of free ‘Just the Business’
workshops, covering skills such as photography and design as
well as important topics like how to use LinkedIn, Facebook and
various other social media marketing tools to your advantage.
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YOUR CONTACT:
We want to put you in touch with
the right people from the very start.
To make further enquiries about any
or all of our supports and services,
please call Robyn on 028 7962 8113
or email robyn@theworkspacegroup.org
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Ann’s home is now a much warmer place
thanks to Homeseal’s loft insulation.

YOUR HOME
Your home is your safe place and it’s important that it’s as warm and cosy as
possible. That’s where we come in – through Homeseal, we can help you reduce
your home heating bills and increase your home comforts. We can also assist with
energy-saving measures in commercial properties.

How do we do it?
• We help you to reduce heating bills by installing loft and cavity
wall insulation in homes and commercial properties right
across Northern Ireland.
• We offer FREE loft and/or cavity wall insulation to eligible
households through our ‘Keep Warm Scheme’.
• We can remove old/poor cavity wall insulation and then refill the
cavity with new insulation.
• We also provide other energy-saving solutions such as draught proofing,
hot water tank jackets, pipe lagging and energy efficient light bulbs.
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YOUR
CONTACT:
For more information or to avail
of a FREE, no obligation energy
survey, please contact Laura
on 028 7962 7474 or email
laura.carvill@homesealni.co.uk

Aderito ‘made his move’ to
Clear Circle Environmental
(T/A Glassdon Recycling
Limited/Techrec) with support
from MYM Recruitment.

MAKE
YOUR MOVE
Whether you’re looking to ‘Make Your Move’ to a new
company or you’re a company looking to entice
the right people into your business, we can help.
Formerly known as Network Recruitment, our new brand MYM
Recruitment has just launched and works out of two locations in
Magherafelt and Letterkenny, servicing all of the UK and Ireland.
As a market-leading recruitment agency providing comprehensive
recruitment advice and services to both employers and jobseekers,
your next move or next hire is in safe and experienced hands.

A summary of what
we can offer you:
• If you’re an employer, we offer you a professional recruitment
service across a range of sectors, helping you to fill temporary
and permanent positions in your business.
• If you’re an individual looking to ‘Make Your Move’, we can offer
you specialist support and access to suitable job opportunities,
enabling you to reach your full career potential.
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YOUR
CONTACT:
Employers and jobseekers
alike should contact Nuala
on 028 7939 7108 or email
team@mymrecruitment.com
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Building Blocks Day Nursery
employee Nicole is completing
her NVQ Level 3 in Childcare,
Learning & Development
with Network Personnel.

YOUR FUTURE
With 11 offices across Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland,
our goal at Network Personnel is twofold – to help people into employment
and also to help address local labour market needs.
This creates a positive impact right across the community.

How can we help you?
• If you’re unemployed or economically inactive, we can offer you
training and support to help you find and maintain employment.
• We can offer you help with your CV, application forms, interview
skills, cover letters and much more.
• Our free training covers many areas, including Construction Skills
Register, First Aid, Food Hygiene, Manual Handling, Information
Technology, Administration, Retail, Maths, English and more.
• If you’re already in employment and you’re looking to progress
your career further, we can help you earn while you learn.
We offer a range of apprenticeships including Childcare,
Business Administration, Retail, Health & Social Care, Hospitality,
Customer Service, Warehousing & Stores and much more.
• If you’re an employer, we can provide you with a free recruitment
service, helping you access a pool of job-ready candidates.
We’re also proud to tell you about The Network Shed, a space
in Magherafelt where people can come together in an informal
setting and take part in activities such as arts and crafts, book clubs,
DIY workshops and much more, helping you build
social skills while making both friends and contacts.
These social skills will stand to you greatly in
employment, as well as in day-to-day life.

Jacqueline completed
Business Administration
training with Network
Personnel. We supported
her into employment with
Cloughbane Farm, where
she now works as an
Administration Assistant.

YOUR CONTACT:
Whether you’re an employer or you’re seeking work,
call Anna-Lee on 028 7963 1032 to chat further or
email anna-lee.milligan@networkpersonnel.org.uk

6

Newsletter 2019

YOUR COST
SAVER
At ThermTech we design, build and install
bespoke industrial waste heat recovery
and gas cooling/cleansing systems which
save large manufacturing businesses
money on their energy bills.
We’re hugely experienced and have built systems
for large manufacturing companies such as
Facultatieve, Heineken, McCains, Polyflor, Eli Lily,
SCA and McVities.

What does our work
mean for you?
• Our systems will improve your energy efficiency.
• Energy efficiency means huge cost savings. This
money is better in your pocket, to be invested
elsewhere in your business.
• We can help you reduce your business’s impact
on the environment, thereby optimising your
environmental performance.
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YOUR
CONTACT:
To find out more or to
arrange a meeting, call Dawn
on 0161 339 3049 or email
info@thermtech.co.uk
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Projects for

YOUR COMMUNITY
The commercial activities
you’ve just read about allow
us to provide a range of
community projects in the
Draperstown area.
With benefits ranging from fitness
classes to childcare, we’re very
proud of the positive impact that
we have on a local level.

YOUR
WELLBEING
Physical wellbeing benefits not just your body,
but also your mind. Wellness in the community is
something we’re very passionate about and we’re
thrilled that there are almost 30,000 usages of our
state-of-the-art leisure facility, The Workspace
Recreation Centre, throughout the year.

What facilities
are there for you?
• A top-of-the-range four-court sports hall with four one-wall
handball walls and 3G pitches.
• There are a range of exercise classes and activities on offer,
including early morning boot camps, ladies only exercise
classes (beginner, intermediate and advanced), a summer
sports programme, girls’ keep fit (P3-P7), karate and men
only exercise classes.
• It’s available to the local secondary school for physical
education Monday to Friday during term time and available
for hire by the community in the evenings and weekends.
• You can book the centre or pitches for any activity on a
Saturday or Sunday and only pay half price.
• It’s also a popular venue for children’s birthday parties.
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YOUR CONTACT:
If you’re ready to get moving, get calling
Bronagh on 028 7962 8113 or email
bronagh@theworkspacegroup.org

YOUR
CHILDREN
We understand the importance of safe and
stimulating childcare for your children.
Workspace After School Club provides
exactly that and can accommodate up to
40 children aged 4 – 11.

YOUR
CONTACT:
To find out more call
Marian on 028 7962 9224
or email mail@aftersc.org

Why should you
choose it?
• We provide an affordable after school option on a
weekly basis, including during school holidays.
• We collect your children from primary school and
look after them until you're ready to collect them
after work.
• Your children will be kept busy and happy with a full
range of indoor and outdoor activities, healthy snacks
and drinks, and homework supervision.
• During the summer holidays, we offer an all-day club.

YOUR COMMUNITY
PROJECT

The Workspace Community Fund allows us to use a
proportion of our surpluses every year to make small
grants available to community and voluntary groups
in the Magherafelt area of Mid Ulster District Council.
Without these grants, these projects wouldn’t happen
and so it’s wonderful to enable people to make a positive
contribution to their own communities.

What do you need to know?
• To date over £102,000 has been distributed to 278 projects.
• Projects supported include Sixtowns Cross Community Group,
Ballinascreen Community Forum, Tirgan Community Association,
Tobermore Community Projects and Ballinascreen Eco Schools.

YOUR CONTACT:
For more information call Nicole on
028 7962 8113 or email
nicole@theworkspacegroup.org
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• We've also distributed grants to community and voluntary groups
from other areas where we work, including Monaghan, Cookstown,
Ballymena, Manchester, Letterkenny, Cavan and Omagh.
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YOUR EXTRAS
Other Community Projects...

Carers & Over 60s Group

YOUR HEALTH
The goal of this group is to provide support for
the elderly and those who care for family members.
The group meets every month in Draperstown
for workshops which raise awareness of health
issues that may be of interest, including mental
health, diabetes and many more.
We also run taster sessions of activities such as Tai Chi,
arm chair aerobics, crafts and more, and we’re always
open to suggestions for new things to try!

Did you know?
We also provide and maintain two community defibrillators
in Draperstown, one at the Workspace Recreation Centre and
the other at the side of the Ballinascreen Credit Union building.

YOUR
WORKSPACE
Workspace Group
Membership
Workspace was set up in 1985 by 170
local people (its members) and we’re
currently looking for more members
to join us.
You’ll find membership a very rewarding
experience, knowing that you’ll be playing
a part in ensuring our much-needed
community work continues.

YOUR CONTACT:
If you’re interested in becoming a member
of Workspace call Nicole on 028 7962 8113,
email nicole@theworkspacegroup.org
or download a membership form at
theworkspacegroup.org/new-members/
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YOUR
CONTACT:
New attendees are always welcome,
so for more information please call
Nicole on 028 7962 8113 or email
nicole@theworkspacegroup.org

YOUR
COMMUNITY
HUB
Former Rural College/
Derrynoid Centre
Bringing the former Rural College/Derrynoid Centre back
into use as a Community Hub is something we’re extremely
passionate about. We continue to work on our plans to
achieve this goal for the benefit of the whole community.
The latest update is that we’ve been talking to a number of groups
that are interested in potentially moving to the site. We’ve reviewed
the capital funding requirement for the project and estimate it to now
be in the region of £2 million. We still have a long way to go in terms of
raising the capital required as well as agreeing plans, leases and so on.

YOUR FESTIVE
SPARKLE
Draperstown Christmas Lights
At Workspace, we just love Christmas. To bring you some extra festive
sparkle, we take care of the costs of the Christmas lights in the town,
along with the switching on ceremony.
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YOUR
COMMUNITY
Free Community Space
Lots of groups have lots of different needs. To help facilitate and encourage various
local groups, Workspace provides free facilities, such as:
• S
 pace for Glasgowbury to support their development and encouragement
of creative industries and community arts in Draperstown.
• A sixth form study hall for St Colm’s High School.
• S
 pace for the Cornstore Youth Club to provide evening activities for local young
people.
• A place for STEPS Mental Health to raise awareness of mental health issues locally.
• A workshop for Ballinascreen Men’s Shed.
• Storage for St Vincent de Paul for donated furniture.
• Meeting space for Ballinascreen Historical Society.

Now that you know a little more about what we do, we hope that you’ll get
in touch if any of our services or facilities can be of help to you. We do so much
great work every year, and we plan on doing so much more. If you have any questions
or ideas, we’d love to hear from you so please don’t be shy.

Thanks for reading!

The Business Centre
Draperstown
BT45 7AG

T: 028 7962 8113
Lo-Call: 0845 362 0747 (UK)
1890 928 556 (ROI)

www.theworkspacegroup.org

